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Preface

The underlying study was written in the context of a broader research
project on ‘European Integration and the Transformation of the State’
which was funded under the Leibniz Programme of the German
Science Foundation (DFG) and conducted by Adrienne Héritier. I am
particularly grateful to Adrienne not only for her continuous support
and encouragement, but also for providing me with the great opportu-
nity to carry out my work at three of Europe’s ‘finest addresses’ in
political and social science: the University of Bielefeld; the Max-Planck
Institute for the Study of Societies in Cologne; and the European
University Institute in Florence.

I am also particularly indebted to Yves Mény. It was on the basis of
his initiative that I was able to carry out a research project on “The
Impact of National Administrative Traditions on the Implementation of
EU Environmental Policy’ at the Robert-Schuman Centre of the Euro-
pean University Institute. This project, which was financed by the
European Commission, is of major theoretical and empirical relevance
for the underlying study. I am grateful to Yves for the provision of
administrative and logistical support through the Robert-Schuman
Centre as well as his scientific commitment to the project and his
continuous advice. Furthermore, I want to express my particular thanks
to Roland Czada, the director of the Institute of Political Science at the
University of Hagen. Roland positively affected my scientific career in
many ways, most notably in ‘setting me on track’ to Bielefeld some years
ago and by his spontaneous preparedness to take this study through the
habilitation procedure at the University of Hagen.

Invaluable and constitutive for this study was my collaboration with
Andrea Lenschow. Many parts of this study draw heavily on ideas
developed in close co-operation with her. She was always there when 1
had a problem and spent much of her time in reading, commenting
and improving my draft pages. I also had the pleasure to share my
office with Dirk Lehmkuhl. I find it hard to imagine that one could
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xii Preface

have a better mixture of constructive collaboration, fruitful conversation
and fun.

In different, but equally important, ways, many other people have
contributed to the production of this study. Besides my colleagues in the
Leibniz project, Dieter Kerwer and Michael Teutsch, I am grateful for
critical comments and suggestions by James Caporaso, Maria Green
Cowles and Thomas Risse as well as the participants of their project on
‘Europeanisation and Domestic Change’.
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